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‘Fabulous Gay History’
Student tells about Stonewall riots;
teacher speaks on ancient world

BY ALLle KaYHART
Looking at the period since World War I
and at ancient times in Greece and Rome,
two speakers talked about gay history.
Junior Bonnie Guang is writing her
junior thesis on the 1969 Stonewall riots,
a violent conflict at a Greenwich Village
bar that sparked the gay
liberation movement.

In ancient times, he said, “Homosexu-
ality wasn’t considered homosexuality. It
was all just sexuality.

“Women were second-tier citizens.
They were not placed in traditional posi-
tions of power. Women were viewed as
supportive. They tended to the home with
children.

“If all the women

Gay liberation be-
gan after World War II
when Harry Hay and
Chuck Rowland found-
ed the Mattachine Orga-
nization in 1950, Guang
said.

“It was the first orga-
nization in the United
States dedicated to lib-
erating the oppressed
homosexual commu-
nity,” she said.

The organization
opened chapters in ma-
jor cities including New
York and had success in
decreasing entrapment,
she said.

“In 1973 the Ameri-
can Psychiatric Associa-
tion removed homosex-
uality from its list of psychiatric disorders,”
Guang said. “So why is gay liberation still
an issue? Why hasn't it made as much
progress as other movements born from
the radical era of the '60s?

“The immense opposition posed by
the Christian Right has hindered its suc-
cess.”

Guang pointed to the Reagan and Bush
administrations as other powerful political
obstacles that have impeded the progress
of the gay rights movement.

Referring to the debate over gay mar-
riage, she noted that modern gay history
continues today.

The second speaker, Jack O’Conner,
teaches history at Day Middle School and
focused on ancient civilizations.

O’Conner.

€
Ancient history: In Sparta,
the culture needed strong
women, and in ancient
Thebes, the Sacred Band was
an élite fighting unit, said Jack

were kept in the home,
what were all the men
doing without them? In
Athens men engaged
in voting, business and
entertainment, which
at times meant sexual
relations.”

Noting that in the
ancient world there
were few exceptions to .
a dominant-subordinate
concept, O’Conner said
that class always dic-
tated relationships.

Sparta, however,
needed strong women
to rear strong soldiers.

“As a result, women
were encouraged to be
active and were granted
more rights, O’Conner
said. “Women could own property.”

Thebes was another exception with its
élite Sacred Band-—“50 male couples, all
equal, married,” O’Conner said.

“As Plato says, an army made of lovers
fights better,” O’Conner said.

“They were the pinnacle of warrior
prowess until they were wiped out by Al-
exander the Great at Ghair Novia.”

During the Roman Empire, Caesar and
Hadrian both engaged in homosexual acts,
O'Conner said.

“How and why does all this change?”
he asked.

“As Christianity rose and gained more
power as a religion, we see a decline in
open homosexual relationships in the
ancient world.”
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