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Foreword

A Word About Sin

[ believe that the purpose of life is to be conformed to the character of Jesus Christ, through a
life-long series of challenges uniquely designed for each person by God Himself.

How we face our challenges defines us eternally, and in the end is the only thing that matters. A
thousand years from now, the earthly impact of the choices we have made and the work we have done
will be virtually meaningless. Yet the Bible tells us that each of us will still exist as an individual
person in the presence of God or in hell. The person we will be is the product of our choices here
on earth.

The challenges we face in life are not punishments sent by God. They are tests. They are our

opportunities to choose between good and evil, between spiritual life and death.

Challenges come in many forms but each one is tailored to meet our specific strengths and weaknesses

as individuals.

Same-sex attraction is a challenge faced by many. It is no more or less immoral than the temptation
to steal or to commit adultery. It is just one of many forms of testing that human beings can
encounter. As with any other temptation, one must choose whether to indulge in it or struggle to

overcome it.

What distinguishes homosexuality (the indulgence of same-sex attraction) from other sins is that
some of those who practice it have created a social and political movement to normalize and
legitimize it. They deny that homosexuality is a sin and insist (militantly) that society embrace

homosexual relationships as equivalent to marriage and the natural family.

That is the reason for this book. It is not written to define homosexuality per se as a greater sin than
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others that plague our society (although we will address the relative gravity of homosexual sin in these
pages). Neither is it written to single out homosexuals for condemnation. Indeed, there but for the

grace of God goes any of us.

Nor does this book intend to imply that the author in any way esteems himself personally above any
of those who define themselves by their homosexual inclinations. I too am a sinner, saved only by
my acceptance of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross for my sins (John 3:16-18). From the
eternal perspective, the only difference between them and me is that I admit that my sin is sin, while
they claim that their choice to give in to same-sex attraction is an act of righteousness (or is morally
neutral).

However, this book does condemn, in the strongest possible terms, the homosexual movement and its
destructive agenda for social change. As the Scripture warns: “Woe unto them that call evil good,
and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet
for bitter! Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!” (Isaiah

5:20-21).

How should we respond to a movement whose fruit, the Bible warns, is a society “filled with all
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness...envy, murder, debate,
deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of
evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural
affection, implacable [and] unmerciful”? (Romans 1:26-32) How can we love these “enemies”
(Mathew 5:44) while at the same time “overcoming evil with good”? (Romans 12:21).

The rise of this “gay” movement represents one of the toughest moral (and political) challenges the
church has ever faced, and we cannot confuse our duty to love the sinner with tolerance for the evil
institution that movement has created. The Christian response to its agenda must be one of
uncompromising opposition. Our duty to be salt and light to society, and to love our neighbors as

ourselves, compels us.

This book is written to equip believers for this work.
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Introduction

Why the Homosexual Agenda Should Concern Every Christian

In 1992, while I was serving as the chief spokesman for a high-profile anti-homosexuality
ballot measure in Oregon, my family took in an ex-homosexual man who was dying of AIDS. I was
somewhat fearful of the disease (I never really trusted the assurances of the public health services) yet
[ felt very strongly that God wanted us to care for Sonny. My feelings were confirmed when God
miraculously provided a uniquely suitable house for us all to live in (the only rental we could afford
in the only school district we had chosen), complete with a separate daylight basement apartment for
him. Sonny lived with our family for the last year of his life.

Sonny had suffered the ravages, both spiritual and physical, of the homosexual life, beginning
when he was raped at the age of seven in the men’s room of a YMCA. He confessed to me his
involvement in twenty years of activities too defiling and sordid to describe here. Yet when faced
with his own imminent death, Sonny invited Jesus Christ into his life, renounced homosexuality, and
was born again. God blessed his decision by providing him, during the final months of his life, with
friends, a Christian family, and the love he had never previously known.

[ was privileged to share Sonny’s last moments of consciousness in the hospital on the night
that he died. Four of his closest Christian friends, two former satanists, an ex-lesbian and myself (a
recovered alcoholic and drug addict) showed up unexpectedly in his hospital room (one had even
brought her guitar) and sang Sonny’s favorite worship songs with him. Then the four of us laid hands
upon him and asked the Lord in His mercy to take him home. It was one of the sweetest experiences
of my Christian life. Sonny drifted off to sleep and died later that night. He was unafraid and at peace.

This book begins with this personal testimony because I want the reader to understand how
deeply I personally care about the men and women who struggle with a homosexual “orientation.” 1
normally decline to affirm my compassion for homosexuals in my talks on this topic precisely to avoid
the appearance that a “disclaimer” is necessary to prove that one is not a hater or “homophobe.” 1
discovered early in my career as a defender of family values that “gay” activists and their allies use the
accusation of hatred as a weapon, not because they believe it is true (they know that most of their
opponents do not hate them), but because it is a very effective tool of psychological manipulation --
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especially when used against Christians.

How does the accusation of “hate” manipulate Christians? Being called hateful or “mean-
spirited” makes Christians feel that we have failed to be a good witness of Christ. We know that our
Christian duty is to show the love of God through the example of our lives and the way we treat
others. We also know that to hate one’s fellow man is to break the second great commandment.

“Gay” political strategists know this about us as well. (Indeed, many homosexual activists
were raised in supposedly Christian homes where parental hypocrisy or misguided legalism helped to
alienate them from the church.) However, within these strategists’ end-justifies-the-means political
philosophy, Christian compassion is seen not as a virtue to emulate but as a weakness to exploit for
political advantage. They accuse us of hating homosexuals simply because they know it puts us on the
defensive, which gives them a psychological advantage in fighting us for control of the culture. It is
a calculated and cynical tactic, designed to turn Christians’ greatest strength into our greatest
weakness.

I know this from personal experience. During the Oregon ballot measure campaign --
throughout the very same weeks and months that my family was helping Sonny battle the horrible
complications of slow death by AIDS -- I was being continually attacked in the public media as a
“gay-basher” and “hate-monger” by the Oregon “gay” community.

While Sonny was living with us, I assiduously avoided any appearance of exploiting him for
political or public relations benefit and rarely if ever mentioned him in my many public debates and
media interviews. However, many “gay” political leaders and their allies knew that we were caring
for Sonny in our home. Nevertheless, they coolly conducted a long, ruthless and very personal
campaign of character assassination, in order to discredit my representation of the homosexual issue
to the public.

The lesson here for the church is that accusations of hatred from the “gay” community and its
allies will never be silenced by evidence that Christians have genuine compassion towards homosex-
uals. The “gay” activists will be satistied by nothing less than the total capitulation of the culture to
their agenda. In facing this challenge, Christians must be prepared to do good works, to love and
minister to homosexuals, without receiving public credit.

We must also resist the temptation to compromise our Biblical values to “earn the respect” of
our accusers or silence their criticism. Such a response is not only personally self-destructive, it also
doesn’t work. Their implied promise to respect our compromise is a trap laid to ensnare the gullible
and the weak-of-faith.

Christians have a reputation for being among the most gullible members of society because
our desire to see the good in others makes us more vulnerable to exploitation by deceivers. The
Lord, knowing that we are like sheep among wolves, specifically warns us to be “wise as serpents but
innocent as doves” when we try to have an impact on the world (Matthew 10:16). Scripture also
warns us that unrepentant homosexuals, being the very epitome of “reprobate” thinkers, are “filled”
with deceit. (Romans 1:26-32).

As much as we care for individual “gays” and lesbians we may know as family members,
neighbors or co-workers, and as much as we want all homosexuals to be saved and delivered from
their bondage to sin, we cannot ignore that our “gay” activist adversaries are some of the “wolves“ we
were warned about. They are cunning and relentless pursuers of their own selfish interests, which
they cannot achieve without first defeating us.
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Why should the “gay” agenda concern every Christian? Because it is rooted in a philosophy
that is the antithesis of everything we stand for, a philosophy that is even now supplanting our values
in the hearts and minds of our neighbors throughout Western Civilization.

The “gay” goal for society is to replace Judeo-Christian sexual morality (monogamous
heterosexual marriage and the natural family) with an alternative moral system that embraces “sexual
freedom.” They know they can have no real acceptance in a society which restricts sex to authentic
marriage, so “gay” activists have worked, literally for generations, to destroy marriage-based culture
-- by aggressively promoting heterosexual promiscuity and fostering hostility against the chief oppo-
nent of promiscuity, the Christian church. As respect for family values and Christianity has declined,
their own political power, as champions of “sexual freedom,” has increased proportionally.

We have watched the destructive consequences of “sexual freedom” unfold in Western
Civilization for many years now without recognizing the “gay” movement as its driving force. Now
the church must wake up to the reality that the so-called “culture war” is, more than anything else, a
contest between the opposing and contradictory philosophies of activist homosexuals and Christians.
And we must act accordingly, despite the fact that they, and those they have duped, will call us

“haters.”
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