
 
From: Rick Klimek <rklimek@windsorgov.com> 
Date: Wed, Jan 16, 2019 at 7:34 AM 
Subject: questions 
 
Mayor Melendez asked me to respond to your questions. I used your format and the answers are 
in Red.   

Questions to ask the Windsor Chief of Police: 

1. Who authorized and approved the creation of a “free speech” area off the public library’s 
location? Library District.  Has a “free speech” zone ever been created like this before at 
the Windsor Public Library?  Unknown, would have to ask the Library District.  Was this 
cleared through the City's attorneys office? No, it’s creation was not, although we were 
aware of it on Library property when preparing for security on the streets/sidewalks. 
 

2. Why was the public who opposed the Drag Queen Story Hour event not allowed into the 
building but were forced to the “free speech” zone? It was a ticketed event through the 
Library District. 
 

3. Why was one member of the public, Leslie, who wished to hand out flyers to the people 
entering into the library, ordered by a Windsor police officer, to vacate the area and go 
into this new “free speech” zone located off the property?  She is a grandmother.  She 
was not blocking anyone from entering or exiting the building or impeding pedestrian 
flow in or out of the building.  Leslie was ordered away from the area of the door into this 
de facto “free speech” area that restricted her ability from handing out the flyers in the 
most expeditious and thorough manner to her intended audience.  The Library entrance is 
a place for ingress and egress of patron and the public.  Had she been allowed to continue 
the activity at the entrance, persons wishing to gain access to or leave the library would 
have been stopped or deterred, resulting in a blocking/impeding effect upon those 
persons.  The Library remained open to the public at all times during the reading, so there 
was a steady flow of people going in and coming out.  The officer was merely redirecting 
her to an area set up by the Library District for those purposes, so that such activity 
would not impede persons entering or leaving the library, and to ensure a safe and orderly 
space for the public to enter or leave the library.   
 

4. Why was the media not allowed in the meeting room where the DQSH was held?  You 
would have to ask the Library District.  The article I am referring to states this:  “Media 
was not allowed into the room, despite story hour being a public event. Library officials 
cited fire code as the reason for restricting media access.”  That excuse is a novel one and 
not acceptable; the press should never be excluded from any public event at a public 
library.  That article is here: 

https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2019/01/12/colorado-towns-drag-queen-story-hour-
draws-protesters-counter-protesters-windsor/2550820002/  This was a Library decision.  The 
Library District is a separate entity from the Town of Windsor.  

  



5.    It was reported that there were perhaps two armed police officers and one plain clothed 
guard (this plain clothed guard was allegedly hired by someone other than the police…possibly 
by the library) preventing parents opposed to the event from going into the actual room where 
the “story hour” would occur. The Library District did hire security guards.  Why the necessity 
of such a show of force for an event supposedly directed at pre-school age children between two 
and eight years olds? The Town received word that there would be protests.  In order to ensure 
the safety of the public, and protect those who chose to peacefully protest, the police department 
prepared a security plan for the streets and sidewalks of the Town of Windsor.  The Library also 
hired private security to cover the Library property.  Does this in itself not prove that the event 
has no place in being held in a family friendly, public library? No comment. 

 Finally, some of these questions are raised because the media and other library patrons were not 
allowed into the event.  When the media and invited public have restricted access to any library 
event, transparency is restricted and confusion is expected.  
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