
 

 

 

PO Box 404, Malden, MA 02148 

781-698-7764 | manager@masslib.org | www.masslib.org 
 

 

 

 

2/11/2020 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 
  
 

It has been brought to our attention that certain members of the Baird Middle School community of 

Ludlow, Massachusetts have objected to the content of the book “Sex is a Funny Word”, written by 

Cory Silverberg and illustrated by Fiona Smyth, a copy of which is currently in the collection of the 

Donna M. Hogan Library at the Baird Middle School.  We understand that the Superintendent of 

Schools has convened a committee to reconsider the inclusion of this book in the school library 

collection under the established procedure laid out in policy statement IJLAA - RECONSIDERATION 

OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS, approved May 23, 2017 by the Ludlow School Committee.  

  

The Massachusetts Library Association Intellectual Freedom and Social Responsibilities Committee is 

charged with responding to requests for reconsideration of library materials in Massachusetts public 

and school libraries.  We respect the right of members of the community to request reconsideration 

of material they find objectionable through locally established procedures and processes.  Further, 

we respect the right of the reconsideration committee to remove the book from the collection 

should it find the content to be inappropriate for middle school students.  Please consider the 

following in your review. 

 

We write to express our support for retaining the book in the collection.   

 

I. In our opinion, the merit of the book is unquestionable and its selection was most certainly in 

keeping with both the letter and spirit of the criteria elaborated in Policy Statement IJL - 

LIBRARY RESOURCES, approved May 23, 2017 by the Ludlow School Committee.  In the year of 

its publication the book was named a 2016 ALA Notable Children's Book and was named the 

2016 Winner of the Norma Fleck Award for Canadian Children’s Non-Fiction as well as being 

named an Honor Book in the 2016 ALA Stonewall Book Awards.  It earned many positive reviews 

in the journals used for selection of middle school library materials, including the starred 

reviews in School Library Journal and Publishers Weekly linked below and attached in hard copy.  

https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=sex-is-a-funny-word-a-book-about-bodies-feelings-and-you-

by-cory-silverberg-slj-review 

https://www.publishersweekly.com/paper-copy/reviews/single/978-1-60980-606-4 
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II. In our opinion, the reading level of the book is entirely appropriate for all the 6th-8th grade 

students of the Baird Middle School.  The book is written in language geared toward 7-10 year 

olds, and has been rated at a Lexile of 710L.  Lexile is an imperfect measure and linking Lexile to 

grade level can be problematic.  However, most comparison charts indicate that 710L is 

appropriate to a 4th-5th grade reading level.  For another comparison, books also rated at 710L 

include middle school staples like “Eragon” by Christopher Paolini, “The Little Prince” by Antoine 

de St. Exupery, and “The Parable of the Sower” by Octavia Butler. 

 

III. In our opinion, library materials on the subject of sexual development are entirely appropriate 

for this age group and indeed are necessary to support the Massachusetts Comprehensive 

Health Curriculum Framework dated October 1999 linked below, and attached in hard copy.  

That document indicates that students should have already learned more detailed information 

about sexual development and sexuality than anything conveyed in “Sex is a Funny Word” by 

the end of the 5th grade.   

 

While members of the community have presumably objected to cartoon pictures of human 

anatomy presented in the book, standard 4.1 states that  [students will] “identify the 

components, functions, and processes of the reproductive system. Students label the functions 

and/or systems of the reproductive system on a blank diagram by the end of Grade 5.  The book 

does not present anatomical information which a 6th grade student who is meeting curricular 

standards has not already learned. 

 

While members of the community have presumably objected to discussions of sexuality 

presented in the book, standard 4.3 states that [students will] “define sexual orientation using 

the correct terminology (such as heterosexual, and gay and lesbian)” by the end of Grade 5.  The 

book does not present any information about sexuality which a 6th grade student who is 

meeting curricular standards has not already learned. 

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/health/1999/1099.pdf  

 

The need for middle school library books on the subject of sexual development is demonstrated 

by the presence of other books on sex in the library collection.  It is certainly possible the 

members of the Baird Middle School community have objected in the past to “It's perfectly 

normal : changing bodies, growing up, sex, and sexual health” by Robie Harris and “Will puberty 

last my whole life? : real answers to real questions from preteens about body changes, sex, and 

other growing-up stuff” by Julie Giesy Metzger, but those books are not being reviewed for 

reconsideration at this point. 
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IV. We appreciate the courage of Baird Middle School Librarian Jordan Funke in advocating for this 

book and in advocating for the proper reconsideration process to be followed.   

 

 

V. And finally, we sincerely hope that the reconsideration committee will recommend that the 

book be retained in the collection of the Donna M. Hogan Library at the Baird Middle School. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Matthew Amory, Librarian for Information and Technology  
Canton Public Library 
786 Washington St. 
Canton, MA 02021 
 
On behalf of the Massachusetts Library Association Intellectual Freedom and Social Responsibilities 
Committee 

        

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

          

   
 

      
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


