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Resources consulted:

o Ludlow Publ.ic Schools Policies for Library Resorrces (IJQ & Reconsideration of Library
Materials (IJLAA)

o Massachusetts Comprehensive Health Cuniculum Frameworks
o Reviews from: Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2015), Publishers Weekly (lwte22,2015), School

Libraty Journal (March 1, 2016)
o American Library Association Library Bill of Rights & Freedom to Read Statement
o Case overiews including: Boad of Education, Island Trees Union Free School District No. 26 v.

Pico; Right to Read Defense Coutnittee v. School Comnittee of the City of Chelsea; Case tt

Unified School District No. 2i3, Cottnts v. Cedarville School Dtstt'ict
o Q on CBC iaterview with the author (as referenced in the Request for Reconsideration form:

httns ://vo utu. be/obaMvfC4 URw'l

Reconslderation committee recommendationI

The committee unauimously rcconmends the following action:

r The copy of .!ex is a Funny Wordheld at Baird Middle School should be retained on the library
shelves and availble for circulation to students.

o The copy of ,Sex is a Funny Wordheld at Veterans Park Elementary School should be relocated to
the professional collection, reclassified as such in the library catalog, shelved in a staff office or
work room (nurse, counseling, eto. at the discretion of educators in the building), and available to
staff members to use in their work with students as they derm appropriate.

Rationale and Comments:

The committee deliberations centered on the following main ideas:

o The content and presentation of the book are consistent with the criteria for Selection of Library
Media Resources as described in the District's policy on Library Resources (IJL). Specifically:

o l. Provide materials that will enrich and support the curticulum, taking into considetation

the varied interests, abilities, and maturity levels of the students served.

o 2. Provide materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary
appreciation, aesthetic values, and etbical standards.

o 3. Provide a backgroud of information that will enable students to make inielligent
judgments in their daily lives.

e The concepts, vocabulary, and illushations in tlre book are consistent with elements of the

Massachusetts Comprehensive Health Curiculum Framewot*s. Specifically:
o Standard 4; Reproduction/Sexuality

r By the eud of grade 5:

4.1 ldentifu the components, functions, and proce.sses of the reproductive system



4.3: Define sexual orientation using the con'ect terminology (such as

heterosexual, and gay and lesbian)
r By the end ofgrade 8:

4.5 Recognize the ernotional and physical changes as related to the reproductive
system during pubedy

Standard 9: Safety & Injury Prevention:
r By the end of grade 5:

9.4 Distinguish among safe, unsafe, and inappropriate touch
r By the end of grzde 8:

9.10 Recognize sexual abuse and child abuse and how to get help

The content is age-appropriate for middle school students and should be fi'eely available. Students

have the First Amendrnent right to read and access information in a school library as affir:ned in
Counts v. Cedarville and Board v. Pico

o

a

The committee mernbers agrec that the material presented in this book is age-appropriate for students at

Baild Middle School and in keeping with state cuniculum fi'ameworks and District policies. Materials
that address basic sexuality education concepts are relevant to the information needs of I l-13 year old
shrdents and they have the right to access such information. At Veterans Par* Elementary School the

match between the cumiculum fi'ameworks and the concepts in the book al'c not as clearly aligned.
Thereforc, the committee members agrce that the book should remain available at Veterans Park as a

lesource for staffmembers who may be working with students who need this information, but not be

available for urueshicted circulation to students.

Report prepared by Jamison Hedin, cornmittee chair, on behalf of committee members: Michelle
Amecchiarico, Michelle D'Amore, Michael Kelliher; Stacy Monette, and Jacob Oliveira
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