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Gay teen suicide stat refuted 
By DELIA M. RlOS 

A'c~cc~lrorrsc~ Nc,ios Sc~rr l ice 

w ASHINCTON - 
It's a "sttistic" 
th;~t's been le~wat- 

ecl i~lntune~;ll~le times: A gay 
twnager is some three times 
as likcly to attenlpt suicide as 
a I~ete~nsexual teenager. 
1 1 ~  tlr)~lI~lc is, there's & 

p\i!lenqet)l;lt$-twe. 
17ii1t was the co~lclluion - 

b21c.k in  1!tL1 - of the Cen- 
l e ~ s  for 1)ist~a.w (:ont)~l, the 
N;itiu~i;~l Indittlte of Mental 
Il(silt11, the A ~ n e l i m  Psy- 
cl~ulopjcid Assxiation, the 
An~c~ican Association of Sui- 
citloloky, a~tl g;ry ad\~waey 
@ ~ I I I ) S ,  alnollp otlie~s. 

Little proof found to support high rates 
Joyce Hunter, the iiunedi- 

ate (xist o~.c.sitlent of the Nit- 
tioniil Lesbiim and Gay 
Health Association, pattici- 

in that 19!H meeting. 
What  we'lv is that 
c- - 

we- don't whether 
there's a link twtureen sexual- 
ity and s~licitlt., she said. 

Yet the sttmningly high 
number of suicitle attempts 
~el)m;rnt& by the "two to 
thwe timcs more likely" fig- 
ure - along with an unsub 
shnti;ded, com(mnion "statis- 
tic" th;~t a~2.--+d.lest!~~s 
may account Ijr 3) pelwnt of .~ . 

teen s a idgs  - thav_e&apxl 
(i11mrc pP1wpti(111~~_af~ gay 
teens for n c g y  a decade. 

TFi@y we portrayed as 
emotionally vulnerable vic- 
tims of an oppressive cudtlue 
who require intervention. 
Rl~t Hunter agrees with 
mental-health researclie~s 
that most ~ d y  and 1eshiim 
te- . . ,*% 

ern@wally lesilient 
who 'ko on to develo!) 
tive>ke 
OF with their lives." 

Gay advocates and critics, 
as well as the national press, 

have ated the suicide link so 
often that it has become con- 
ventional wisdom with the 
power to influence public pol- 
icy.l@v. William F. Weld, for 
instance, cited this suicide 
"statistic" as a driving folw 
k b d  his shte's avation of 
a Commission on Gay and 
Iksbian Y o u t l l ~  

Overdll, there are some 
5,000 adole~ce~t  -gicides in 
t m n i t e d  States evel-v vex. 
NO.-OIE knows how many 

Peter Muetuer, chief of the 
Youth Mental Health plw 

g~-am in the Plevention and 
Rchavioral Medicine Re- 
search bl-ach of the National 
Institute of Mental Health, 
has evaluated the studies 
most often cited to support a 
link between seixal olienta- 
tion and suicide. He conclud- 
ed that the ~*ese;uuh is "limit- 
ed in both q~~antity and 
quality." 

The faulty figures so often 
cited come horn a 19% ~elmt 
by Paul Gibson, a Licensed 
clinical social worker in San 
Flmcisco. Gibson said his 1.e- 
p o ~ t  was not a lesearh 

study, but rather a rpview ol 
existing luse:urli. He uw(1 
the "two to t l i t ~e  times mmr 
likely" fig~uv to e-te that 
3 o ~ m t a f m n p l c ~ ? ~ l l  
s l l i c i d w . ~ - ~ .  

Muetuel., having reviewed 
the N o r  stutlies Gibson 
cites, umte that "$ere. issn.~ 
scientsc evidencel~ ,alli)~wu-t 
thiS8glue." 
' l%Zii~Fik W u n t i n g  that 

some gay teens expet.licncv 
emotional distt~ss 01. :lt te111l)t 
01. cormnit suicide. CLi~iton W. 
Andelson, of the Arne,ic.;rti 
Psychological Associatio~i, 
said the lack of "good scicnce" 
sholddn't be an excuse for not 
getting help for teens n.ho 
need it.. 


